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Evolutionary Economic Geography
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Evolutionary economics
• Evolutionary economics predicts most firms

to innovate incrementally and to exploit
their knowledge build up in the past

• Routines are at the base of growth
• Differential profits lead to differential

growth rates
• «Smart» routines vs stupid «routines»
• EEG aims to undestand the spatial routines

over time and specifically the creation and
diffusion of fitter routines

• Question 1: what kind of space should we
consider?
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Neoclassical, Institutional,Evolutionary approach
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Regional diversification elements

• How regions diversify into new industries

• How regions develop new growth path

• Why regions differ in their evolution

• Diverification as a related process

• Diversification as unrelate process

• The policy diversification approach

• The smart specialization view

• Question 2: Societal challenge and lagging regions: can we have a policy 
strategy to fight climate change, ageing, demographic recession, organized
crime, unemployment ? 

Kickoff Meeting, Reggio Calabria., June 24-25 , 2019 



Transition management and resilience
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Transition management: governance framework
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Responses to external shocks: case studies 

• The era of ecosystem management via incremental increases in
efficiency is over.

• We are now in an era of transformation, in which ecosystem
management must build and maintain ecological resilience as well as
the social flexibility needed to cope, innovate, and adapt.

• Question 3: What kind of case studies (management of natural
disasters ? European evaluation policies ( EU Directive no. 42/2001)

• Question 4: Did we get lost in the transition?
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A flexible Government: coordination with unpredictable results
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Question 5: 
which institutions and at 
what spatial level can we 
choose?

Question 6:
Is it possible to make a right 
comparison ? USA vs. 
Europe,  developed  regions 
vs lagging regions



Resilience: crucial aspects
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• Latitude: the maximum amount a system can be changed before losing its
ability to recover (before crossing a threshold which, if breached, makes
recovery difficult or impossible);

• Resistance: the ease or difficulty of changing the system; how “resistant” it
is to being changed;

• Precariousness: how close the current state of the system is to a limit or
“threshold”

• Panarchy: because of cross-scale interactions, the resilience of a system at
a particular focal scale will depend on the influences from states and
dynamics at scales above and below. (For example, external oppressive
politics, invasions, market shifts, or global climate change can trigger local
surprises and regime shifts)



Resilience: Linkages between ecosystems and human well-being 
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Open access toolkit: several issues

• the scale of indicators (local, regional,global, urban vs. inner areas)

• The logic of smart routines (smart strategies ?)

• Typology of regional diversification

• A User friendly tool and the main users (demand and supply)

• The capacity building  and its dynamic over time : flexible, fixed, 
standardized, self-correcting
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