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Idea behind TREND project

— Stimulating regional diversification to be seen more
as a co-creation of solutions and concepts on
development problems...

...enhancing the resilient capacity of regions

...applying transitional approach to tailored placed-based
innovation policies
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— Since the 80s, the main aim of the Cohesion Policy has been to strengthen the
economic and social cohesion in order to reduce disparities among more and less
developed regions.

The main question is: why do lagging behind regions in
Europe remain at same development stage despite long-

term structural funds in research, innovation and
technological development?

— after almost 6 years since Smart Specialisation Strategies (53) were introduced in
the new agenda for Cohesion policy the disparities are still evident.
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The Context

— The economic and social cohesion is the main objective of development for the
European Union.

— Its translation into Community policy is through the adoption of financial
instruments aimed at the socio-economic balance, giving to the cohesion the
character of economic integration.

Europe still presents deep differences: regions more
competitive and able to compete in the globalised market
and regions with unsolved structural weaknesses,
highlighting an “innovation gap”.
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The Context

GODP per capita a1 current market prices, 2007 and 2017
(EUZ8 = 00 Based on PPS per whabitast)
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The Context

Variation of regional GDP per capita within EU Member States in 2017 (in PPS, EU28 = 100). Source: Eurostat (2017).
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The post 2020 Cohesion Policy

T3 18/03/2019

......

— Regional Development and Cohesion
Policy beyond 2020: The New
Framework at a glance
...... A more tailored approach to regional

development

.. Cohesion Policy further supports locally-led
= development strategies and empowers local

@ The urban dimension of Cohesion Policy is

.. strengthened, with 6% of the ERDF dedicated
“ to sustainable urban development, and a new
® networking and capacity-building programme for
M urban authorities, the European Urban

.. Initiative.
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Possible drawback delivered in 2014-
2020 programming period:

It seems that innovation is conceived,
designed at the regional level .....

but is activated at the urban level

The missing link from urban/local level
to regional level (?)
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— “Structural change across the EU requires a different policy and institutional focus on
‘ecosystems’ of open, interconnected networks of stakeholders, cooperating through strategic
partnerships able to respond rapidly and flexibly to technological, market and social

changes”’;

—  “The support of environment for such ecosystems will unavoidably need to be tailored to

specific national, regional or even local contexts. Policy packages need to be integrated and
coordinated, delivered at a national, regional and local levels, while being adapted to the

needs of different territories”;

—  “The adaptation to the specific shocks on regional economies generated by globalisation and
market integration require differentiated (or place-based) strategies.” (Bachtler, Martins,

Wostner and Zuber, 2017)”
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Key facts from MAPS-LED (2015-2019)

The key elements that distinguish the smart
specialisation approach from earlier, more
traditional approaches to regional development
or industrial policies are in its design, it is based
Place-Based Innovation Ecosystems on a so—called “entrepreneurial discovery
process” EDP

JRC TECHNICAL REPORTS
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The MAPS-LED vision

CLUSTER based analysis
» provide a conceptual framework to describe and

analyse important aspects of modern economy

U S * potential elements of a regional innovation eco-

: : system
Regional Innovation i .
Strategies Program (RIS) . * the cluster approach facilitates analysis of

innovation needs to improve innovation policy
and can serve as a useful framework for co-

ordinating policies.
9P Place-based approach

Innovation ecosystem

Entrepreneurial discovery

+ allows to generate new specialties
through the discovery of new

E U domains of opportunity and the local
ek Innovation concentration and agglomera'tlon of
Smart Specialization resources and competences in these

Strategies RIS3. domains’.
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The MAPS-LED vision

Cluster spatialization at city level and innovation spaces
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The MAPS-LED vision

Demand for innovation and city transformation

> emerging
es in which
novation is
oncentrated,
om clusters'
patialisation,
urban areas

subjected to
urban
egeneration
ives, some
explicitly
nalized to
novation

Urban Planning tools
(city transformation)

PLACE D

Target Areas
(knowledge convergence)

KNOWLEDGE

Cluster spatialisation

at urban level
INNOVATION
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Boston and Cambridge are cities where cluster innovation policy and urban planning actin a
3 complementary way to support the regeneration of the local economy,” “Our initial findings
‘\, JT R E n D from these places have allowed us to identify a link between the city and S3 and show that the

=z Transition witn Resilience for

=J evolutionary Development  INtroduction of an innovation-driven urban policy is important to the entrepreneurial discovery
process.

The MAPS-LED vision

Insights from cluster stages
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CLUSTER

STAQES
INPUTS TO
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The MAPS-
LED vision

.
N From urban/local
level to regional | | - S
level — the intensity EIR
of EDP policy 3
driven by CLC
Hiah 1 . '
concentration v
Emerging cluster ' Developing cluster . Mature cluster Tranforming/Declining |
cluster

Urban regeneration initiative (urban transformation — zoning) - public led
Public — Private Partnership Intensity
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TREND - The Challenge
1) to adjust the exiting evolutionary perspective for a more

integrated spatial planning able to coordinate the regional and the
local level for making and delivering tailored development policies
with a place-based approach;

2) to introduce an evolutionary perspective to the post-2020 EU
Cohesion Policy by constructing an improved approach to the
design of regional innovation policies that incorporates transition
management (planning) and resilience building (governance)

ACTIONS
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Assumption 1: diversification leverages regional resilience to absorb shocks

Assumption 2: resilience is conceived as "an ongoing process rather than a recovery to a (pre-
existing or new) stable equilibrium state”;

Assumption 3: evolutionary theory is based on “continuing and progressive change”.
Evolutionary economy became embedded into both Transition Management and Resilience
concepts.

The project drafts from the need to diversify regional economic portfolio: the most advanced regions tend
to minimize their own extent of being “path dependent” and so preventing the hazardous risk to fall into
the “lock-in” phenomena. At the same time, the lagging regions seek to adopt the S3 towards filling the gap
with their wealthier counterparts.

HOW TO MANAGE THE CONTINUING AND PROGRESSIVE CHANGE?

We introduce transition as a way to design innovation-led development policy
towards the expected changes

: g ’ HORIZON 2020
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The TRENnD project’s rationale is to provide critical mass to manage the continuing and progressive change by building a
logical framework featuring metrics of Resilience and Transition Management.

In this view, the project is expected to move forward the current state of the art by building an “innovative bridge"

among the nature of diversification, the extent of “resilience and transition management processes
implemented.

00 ‘O;Oee

o TACTIC Strategy Obijective
o o
W
QLw
Urban/rural Transition Resilience Regional
regeneration Management Building Diversification
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WP1
v
N\
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Transition Management
and Resilience in the

Evolutionary Economy
Perspective

o/

WP1 sets the stage and provides the frame of reference from which to develop the

conceptual framework and assessment methodology to integrate Transition and
Resilience building policies.
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WP2 WP3
Transition
Management
. Responses to
and Spatial | shocks:
Planning: external shocks:
. case study
towards a new .
. analysis through
territorial

a resilience

dimension of perspective

the Cohesion
Policy

WP2 and WP3 are performed in sequence and from the core of cyclic approach, since they are mainly finalized to
the case studies analysis for the potential of the implementation of the transition management in a tailored-based
approach on the local contexts. At the start of each research cycle, the results and conclusions of the previous cycles
are incorporated into the following working package. This leads to a continuous refinement of the conceptual
framework and Assessment methodology to resilience building and Evolutionary economy into a Transition

management tailored-planning.
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the first year
Work package number®  WPI Lead beneficiary 2-UU
Work package title Transition Management and Resilience™ m the Evolutionary Economy Perspective
Start month | End month 12

Objectives

0O.1.1_To bwld an assessment methodology suitable to disclose whach are the dnvers and
hindrances mostly affecting Transitions and Resilience-building processes;

0.1.2 To bwld a panel of data on past development trajectones and transitions occurred, gathered
through official open sources both i the US and in the EU, thus, keen to support a comparative
analysis of the US and EU case studies through a shared set of indicators,

0.1.3_To allow the knowledge transfer among partners on economic diversification, regional
econonuc resiience and transition management particularly dunng the kick-off and the st mad-term
meeting and through the construction of the Web-Platform;

0.1.4 To wram Early Stage Researchers on economic diversification, regional economic resilience
and transition management by attending lectures at the NEU,

0.1.5_To dissemunate the research goals throughout the larger stakeholders’ commmmnity through
the open day, allowing to capture thewr specific needs and past expenences.

Case Studies
selection
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TREND Consortium

University of Reggio Calabria — CLUDs lab & RETMES Lab ___IRISS CNR as Entity with a
capital/legal link

*PAU UNIT
Universita degli Studi di Palermo Department of Economics,
Business and Statistics Palermo, IT

*UNIPA Unit
Universiteit Utrecth Department of Economic Geography
Utrecth, NL

sUU Unit
Aristotelio Panepistimio Thessalonikis School of Spatial Planning
and Development Thessaloniki, GR

*AUTH Unit
Northeastern University Department of Economics Boston, MA,
USA

*NEU Unit

Lousiana Tech University Ruston, LA, USA

MARIE CURIE ACTIONS
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The RISE Programme
Source: Guide for Application (2017)

TRENnD project involves EU Beneficiaries

academic organizations (MS/AC) and US " "

Partner academic organizations in the Third HOSTING

Country (TC) (Receiving seconded staff members)
IMPORTANT: US universities must have
Participant Identification Code (PIC) with the
appointment of a Leader

"SENDING"
(seconding staff
members from
organisation)

&
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entities that sign the Grant Agreement and have the responsibility
for the proper implementation of the action. They contribute directly
to the implementation of the research, transfer of knowledge and
training activities by supervising, hosting, training and/or seconding
staff members. The legal entity must be established in a European
Union Member State (MS) or Horizon 2020 Associated Country (AC).

Partner organisations (as applicable in RISE): USA Universities (for the
TREND project)

contribute directly to the implementation of the research, transfer
of knowledge and training activities by hosting, supervising, training
and/or seconding staff members but do not sign the Grant
Agreement. The legal entity must be established in a Non-Associated
Third Country (TC).

HORIZON 2020
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Carmelina Bevilacqua
TREND project Coordinator
University of Reggio Calabria

Email cbevilac@unirc.it

EMERGING TECH HUB CITIES

https://www.sep.benfranklin.org/philly-in-top-10- I|st of— 5 3
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emerging-tech-hubs/
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